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1. Question: The Project Cost Range is ten to twenty million ($10,000,000 - 
$20,000,000). My initial assessment tells me that this project may exceed the twenty 
million dollar threshold. If indeed this is the case and the apparent low bidder exceeds 
this amount, are additional funds available and what will be the next step in the process 
if this dilemma occurs.  
 
VA Response: Refer to Standard Form 1442, Block 10 and Page 08 of 130 Section A3 
Cost Range: The price magnitude is between $10 Million and $20 Million.  See Page 11 
of 130, Section A4(C) Cost Proposal. 
 
2. Question: If other General Contractors do not have the experience on VA Projects of 
this magnitude, but they have compiled a “solid” team of subcontractors that have 
worked on similar VA Projects of this magnitude, how will this be evaluated during the 
evaluation process. 
 
VA Response: Proposals evaluation will be conducted in accordance with the 
solicitation requirements and applicable federal acquisition regulations.      
 

33..  Question  IIss  tthheerree  aa  llaannddssccaappee  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ppeerriioodd??  IIff  ssoo,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  lleennggtthh  ooff  tthhee  

mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ppeerriioodd??  

  
VA Response The specs we received from the VA do not state a maintenance period, 
but they do require a 1 year warrantee on the plants.   

  

44..  Question  SShheeeett  LL--44..0022,,  tthheerree  iiss  aa  sshhrruubb  ssyymmbbooll  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  ppllaanntt  

sscchheedduullee..    PPlleeaassee  sseeee  aattttaacchheedd  sshheeeett  ffoorr  tthhee  ssyymmbbooll  aanndd  tthhee  llooccaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ooff  tthhee  

ssyymmbbooll..    PPlleeaassee  pprroovviiddee  sshhrruubb  vvaarriieettyy  aanndd  ssiizzee..  

  
VA Response  TThhoossee  ssyymmbboollss  aarree  pphhaannttoomm  ssyymmbboollss  ffrroomm  tthhee  cciivviill  bbaassee..  TThheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

iiggnnoorreedd..    

  
5. Question  SShhoouulldd  aallll  wwoorrkk  ccoonnffoorrmm  ttoo  tthhee  ""SSeeccrreettaarryy  ooff  tthhee  IInntteerriioorr''ss  SSttaannddaarrddss  ffoorr  

RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn""  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  tthhee  mmoosstt  ccuurrrreenntt  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  NNaattiioonnaall  PPaarrkk  

SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  ""TThhee  SSeeccrreettaarryy  ooff  tthhee  IInntteerriioorr''ss  SSttaannddaarrddss  ffoorr  tthhee  TTrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  HHiissttoorriicc  

PPrrooppeerrttiieess??""  

  
VA Response The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation shall be the 
Rehabilitation portion contained in the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties found at 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 68. 
 
6. Question  AArree  tthhee  ssppeecciiaallttyy  hhiissttoorriicc  ssuubbccoonnttrraaccttoorrss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  aatt  lleeaasstt  tteenn  ((1100))  

yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee  oonn  ssiimmiillaarr  hhiissttoorriicc  pprroojjeeccttss??  
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VA Response There are no requirements for specialty historic contractors or their 
qualifications in the specifications. 
 
7. Question  WWiillll  tthhiiss  pprroojjeecctt  rreeqquuiirree  aa  hhiissttoorriicc  ccoonnsseerrvvaattoorr??  

  
VA Response No conservator is required.  Nevertheless, the work requires expertise 
and care must be used to conform with the Secretary’s Standards, including use of 
gentlest means possible.  If the contractor feels it would assist them in conformance, 
then they could certainly bring in a conservator, but none is required. 
 
8. Question  WWiillll  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  ssuubb  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr((ss))  rreeqquuiirree  cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  oorr  eexxppeerriieennccee  ttoo  iinnssttaallll  

rreessttoorraattiioonn  pprroodduuccttss??  

  
VA Response No special requirements for certification of experience are required by the 
Project Specifications. 
 
9. Question  WWiillll  tthheerree  bbee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  rreessttoorraattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  aarrcchhiitteecctt  oorr  

aa  hhiissttoorriicc  ccoonnssuullttaanntt??  

  
VA Response  TThe window repair specifications notes that the Architect and Owners' 
Representative will do a QC check of windows after rehabilitation and any required final 
adjustments to be made afterwards. 
 
10. Question  IIss  tthhiiss  pprroojjeecctt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ggoovveerrnniinngg  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSttaattee  HHiissttoorriicc  

PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  OOffffiiccee??  

  
VA Response The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is a review agency, and 
he has concurred in the submittal of Design Development drawings with the caveat that 
if there is “an unanticipated discovery or a change in project description, you may have 
future responsibilities for this undertaking under 36 CFR Part 800.” 
 
11. Question  IIss  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  uunnddeerr  tthhee  llooccaall  ggoovveerrnniinngg  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ––  

PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  OOffffiiccee??  

  
VA Response The project is not subject to review by the City of Los Angeles. 
 
12. Question  IIss  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  lliisstteedd  oonn  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  RReeggiisstteerr  ooff  HHiissttoorriicc  PPllaacceess??  

  
VA Response The property is not technically listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places.  It was previously officially determined eligible for listing by the Keeper of the 
National Register.  Building 209 is a contributor to a National Register determined 
eligible historic district and thus is a historic property for all intents and purposes under 
local, state and federal law. 
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13. Question  TThheerree  aarree  mmuullttiippllee  mmiinnoorr  ccrraacckkss  aanndd  cchhiippss  oonn  tthhee  wwiinnddooww  ssiillll  aanndd  tthhee  

eexxtteerriioorr  cceemmeenntt  ppllaasstteerr  ffiinniisshh..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  aarree  tthheessee  bbeeiinngg  rreessttoorreedd????  ii..ee..  ccrraacckkss  

llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  11//88””  aanndd  cchhiippss  llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  11””  iinn  aannyy  ddiirreeccttiioonn??  

  
VA Response The drawings note the entire exterior to be painted as part of the work 
and for any cracked/ loose/ efflorescing stucco to be repaired prior to that. 
 
14. Question  DDooeess  tthhee  tteerrrraazzzzoo  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  ppaattcchheedd,,  rreehhoonneedd,,  ppoolliisshheedd,,  aanndd  

sseeaalleedd??  

  
VA Response The terrazzo is an important character-defining feature of the building and 
shall be retained and protected during construction.  The terrazzo does not need to be 
restored, that is repaired and patched to its early appearance.  The entire surface does 
not need to be refinished or rehoned. 
 
15 Question  PPlleeaassee  ccoonnffiirrmm  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  wwiinnddoowwss  aarree  aallll  nneeww..  

  
VA Response No original interior windows remain.  All interior windows part of this 
project are new. 
 
16 Question  CCaann  tthhee  wwiinnddooww  ssaasshheess  bbee  ttaakkeenn  ooffff  ssiittee  ffoorr  rreessttoorraattiioonn??  

  
VA Response Per the specifications, window sashes may be removed to an off-site 
location for rehabilitation.  If this is the case, the contractor shall develop a protocol for 
salvage, protection during transport, tracking and reinstallation of each sash in its 
original location. 

  

  

  

  

FFrraannkk  AA..  CClleemmoonnss  

CCoonnttrraaccttiinngg  OOffffiicceerr  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1111,,  22001122  


